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Rural Students in China’s Elite Universities: Social Mobility and Habitus Transformation
Xie Aile

Abstract: The study on habitus transformation of rural students in universities is an important area. The social and
culture experiences of a group of rural students in four elite universities of China (985 project universities) are
investigated. It is found that, when rural students entering elite milieu, there is matching in some extent between their
existing hubitus and new environment. Their inadaptation is mainly from social life. There are "continuity" and
"discontinuity" between the quondam habitus and the new habitus of rural students. The sense of security and
self—confidence caused by "continuity" can become their important chance to widen the new field, realize their own
habitus transformation, and exceed the "discontinuity". However, "continuity", just like a double—edged sword, can also
become the important obstruction to prevent rural students from transforming their habitus.
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