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”We're talking about using 
the hand calculator after 
the child knows math 
facts. Children in a 
modern society have to 
learn to use modern tools.



Assessment needs to consider those 
capabilities that are unique to 
humans in the digital world

From using AI to living with AI 

Of course, there are skills that 
students need to master that GPT-4 
could complete - but the main focus 
needs to shift

SHIFT IN FOCUS:
TOWARDS ASSESSING HUMAN CAPABILITIES



KEY STRATEGY:
PROGRAMMATIC ASSESSMENT

Assessment is traditionally conducted 
in relation to course learning outcomes

Programmatic assessment considers 
whether, and how, students 
demonstrate learning in relation to 
programme learning outcomes

Each individual assessment practice 
provides information about students’ 
growth as a future professional





PROGRAMMATIC ASSESSMENT IN HIGHER EDUCATION

Individual courses



Individual courses

PROGRAMMATIC ASSESSMENT IN HIGHER EDUCATION

As students graduate, what do we want them to 
know? What are the skills they need to have?

How does each individual course support these 
skills?



PROGRAMMATIC ASSESSMENT IN HIGHER EDUCATION

Individual courses

Course learning outcomes (CLOs):
CLO1, CLO2, CLO3



PROGRAMMATIC ASSESSMENT IN HIGHER EDUCATION

Programme Learning Outcomes

PLO1 PLO2 PLO3 PLO4

Individual courses

Course learning outcomes (CLOs):
CLO1, CLO2, CLO3

How to ensure these are all 
assessed? How do the CLOs 

reflect the PLOs?



Individual courses

Any individual course:
Students should understand what is assessed 
and why. What are the CLOs and how do they 

relate to PLOs?

Assessment in relation to PLOs:
Where am I going now? How is my identity as a 

future professional developing?

PROGRAMMATIC ASSESSMENT IN HIGHER EDUCATION



Individual courses

ChatGPT from the viewpoint of students:
How to use AI tools in meaningful ways?
If I cheat by using ChatGPT, what are the 

consequences?

ChatGPT from the viewpoint of teachers:
How to tie AI tools as a part of assessment in 

meaningful ways? (cf. calculators)

PROGRAMMATIC ASSESSMENT IN HIGHER EDUCATION



Individual courses

PROGRAMMATIC ASSESSMENT IN HIGHER EDUCATION

Developing identity as future professionals:
something unique to humans!



GPT-4 might be able to master many 
course learning outcomes, but hopefully 
it could not complete full degrees!

Programme learning outcomes provide a 
way to rethink assessment in the GPT-4 
times: focus on human capabilities in the 
digital world

WEAVING TOGETHER COURSE AND 
PROGRAMME LEARNING OUTCOMES



bit.ly/AssessmentDigitalWorld bit.ly/DigitalAuthenticAssessment


